
 

22 December 2022 IACUC-POL-2018-029 1 
©2022 Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

	
Animal Studies Performed by Core Service 

Laboratories Policy 
I. Purpose 

A number of Core Service Laboratories have been developed to provide the expertise, equipment, and 
protocols to conduct specialized procedures on live animals. The Core Laboratories are shared resources 
that provide service to research Investigators who may not have the technical resources in their own 
laboratories.  Examples include: Transgenic and Gene Targeting, MicroPet, Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging, Behavioral Phenotyping, and Metabolic Phenotyping Cores.  The purpose of this policy is to 
provide guidelines for working with such laboratories. 

II. Scope 

This policy applies to all research experiments and programs at Einstein. 

III. Policy 

The activities of each Core Service Laboratory (Core Laboratory) are covered under their own animal use 
protocol approved by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC).  The animal use 
protocol of each Core Laboratory has detailed descriptions of the specific standard protocols and 
procedures that will be used routinely in the Core Laboratory. 

Investigators planning to use the services provided by a Core Laboratory must first have their own 
approved animal use protocol on file with the IACUC that includes these procedures.  The Investigator’s 
individual animal use protocol must describe the scientific rationale for having specific procedures 
performed and the number of animals that will be used.  The individual protocol must make specific 
reference to the use of the Core Laboratory and state explicitly that the Core Laboratory’s standard 
protocol will be followed.  In this way, the detailed descriptions of standard procedures (how the specific 
procedures are performed) are not required in the Investigator’s animal use protocol and make sure all 
animal procedures are described in detail in relevant section/s of the core protocol.  In addition, the 
animal use protocol should contain an explanation of what will happen to the animals once the services 
provided by the Core Laboratory have been completed.  NOTE: The Core Laboratory’s Director must 
sign-off on the proposed protocol before it is submitted to the IACUC, to assure that the Core Laboratory 
is aware of the proposed collaboration. 

Any requested deviations from standard procedures must be explained in the individual’s animal use 
protocol and approved / acknowledged by the Core Laboratory’s Director.  Note: Protocol forms have a 
section for sign-off by Core Laboratory’s Director and attached to the acknowledgement form. 

 






