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Use of Hazardous Agents in Experimental 
Animals Policy 

I. Purpose 

The policy specifies responsibilities and necessary approvals for the use of hazardous agents at Einstein. 

II. Scope 

This policy applies to all research experiments and programs at Einstein. 

III. Policy 

When animal experiments involve the use of hazardous agents in experimental animals, the use of 
hazardous agents must be approved by the appropriate Safety Committee or by the Department of 
Environmental Health and Safety (EH&S) of Albert Einstein College of Medicine before the experiments 
begin.  The use of agents potentially infectious to humans (biohazards) must be approved either by the 
Biosafety Committee or by EH&S.  The use of radioactive materials must be approved by the Radiation 
Safety Officer (from EH&S) or by the Radiation Safety Committee.  The use of hazardous chemicals, 
including the use of ether as an anesthetic, must be approved by the Chemical Safety Committee or by the 
Chemical Safety Officer (from EH&S).   

Safety Officers or the Safety Committees shall determine what, if any, special training must be completed 
before experiments commence. Safety Officers or the Safety Committee shall determine what, if any, 
special handling must be used for treated animals, soiled bedding, or animal cages, and they shall inform 
the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) what special handling is required.  Where the 
procedures are performed will be developed by the Institute for Animal Studies (IAS) and the Safety 
Committee.   

Safety in the laboratories of Principal Investigators (PI) while using animals exposed to hazardous agents 
shall be the responsibility of the PI.  The PI is the primary person responsible for ensuring that each 
person handling hazardous agents and handling animals is trained prior to their use.   

The IACUC is responsible for approving protocols describing the use of hazardous agents and is 
responsible for examining the training and experience of persons who plan to use animals exposed to 
hazardous agents.  The IACUC will require prior approval by the Safety Committees or EH&S and may 
require written documentation of plans for safe handling before they approve protocols and allow animals 
to be ordered or used in such protocols.   

 






