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Dear Einstein Community:

Research is the lifeblood of Einstein. Through our faculty’s scientific
investigations, we improve the understanding of basic human biology, advance
discoveries to the clinic, and elevate the training of our medical and graduate
students. Therefore, it gives me great pleasure to share some good news about
major federal grants we’ve received, as well as other research-related updates.

National Institutes of Health Grants

Our faculty have recently received significant grants that, taken together, reflect
the extraordinary breadth and depth of our research enterprise. You can learn
more about these and other grants through news releases and research briefs
posted on our website. (Links to existing web content are below; others will be
posted in the coming weeks.)

« Ateam of researchers at Montefiore Einstein Cancer Center led by

Jonathan Backer, M.D., has received a $10 million, five-year program

grant from the National Cancer Institute to investigate the mechanisms

regulating breast cancer cells that seed metastatic tumors in the lungs.

« Joe Verghese, M.B.B.S., M.S., and colleagues at Indiana University School
of Medicine have received a five-year, $10.4 million grant to conduct a
clinical trial on the cognitive assessment tool that Dr. Verghese developed
for use in primary care settings.


https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcancer.montefioreeinstein.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478614398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lkdRxRLjZKCvETGtAZGCFBIu3MLEVI9ZF6U6zxA6jwI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F283%2Fjonathan-backer%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478614398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s21A2eFxCH9GYeIDJYSnW2IduyE7Pi0O7aa3bpyBffo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Fnews%2F4855%2Fmontefiore-einstein-cancer-center-receives-%2410-million-grant-to-study-lung-metastasis-in-breast-cancer%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478614398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iAJKujZ9mAnp71Rt%2FIAuE0khjI6ii%2FTFJsQdqWJkkqg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Fnews%2F4855%2Fmontefiore-einstein-cancer-center-receives-%2410-million-grant-to-study-lung-metastasis-in-breast-cancer%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478614398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iAJKujZ9mAnp71Rt%2FIAuE0khjI6ii%2FTFJsQdqWJkkqg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F5323%2Fjoe-verghese%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478614398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w8ToeykjQJwHR2BxuAscUSjB2X2H%2BN24ENFxBQ2cImw%3D&reserved=0
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Thanks to the leadership of Brian Pelowski, associate dean for research
operations, Einstein has received a five-year, $7 million grant to support
the expansion of our Biosafety Level 3 (BSL3) lab to conduct studies of
infectious diseases for the current and subsequent pandemics. Kartik

Chandran, Ph.D., will serve as principal investigator, advising on

renovation needs and leading studies in the lab.

Faculty at four New York City medical schools led by Einstein’s Michal
Melamed, M.D., M.S., Kelvin Davies, Ph.D., and Frederick Kaskel, M.D.,
have received two grants totaling $6.5 million to support a new multi-

institutional training program called the New York Consortium for
Interdisciplinary Training in Kidney, Urological and Hematological
Research.

Carlos Rodriguez, M.D., M.P.H., has received a four-year, $5.2 million
grant to investigate the role of heart-vascular interactions on heart failure
among participants in the Study of Latinos/Hispanic Community Health
Study.

Uriel Felsen, M.D., M.S., and Viraj Patel, M.D., M.P.H., have received a
five-year, $4.2 million grant to compare two strategies for improving

access to HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) medications among those

at high risk for HIV in Bronx emergency departments.

Robert Burk, M.D., has received a five-year, $S4.1 million grant to study the

natural history of oral HPV in people living with HIV and to assess how oral

bacteria and fungi influence HPV persistence in this population, which may

reveal strategies to reduce the risks for HPV-associated head and neck
cancers.

Vilma Gabbay, M.D., Joan Berman, Ph.D., and Anjali Sharma, M.D., M.D.,
have received a five-year, $3.8 million grant to study inflammation, brain-

body barrier disruption, and reward function in the pathogenesis of


https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F10768%2Fkartik-chandran%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478614398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IX%2FnI%2BXp6QZjeGLYvAgu4B9QpV%2FIptQo9PMWVOfW7h0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F10768%2Fkartik-chandran%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478614398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IX%2FnI%2BXp6QZjeGLYvAgu4B9QpV%2FIptQo9PMWVOfW7h0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F10492%2Fmichal-melamed&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ikF5WyFepKC9rFxW8VPmOeKqTJZrfg4K2gRCaD1i5Vw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F10492%2Fmichal-melamed&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ikF5WyFepKC9rFxW8VPmOeKqTJZrfg4K2gRCaD1i5Vw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F3754%2Fkelvin-davies%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nCPq6hBClHFSdkNZGzdqt6FL4ysE5jPb7KtezHfO8Ds%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F3451%2Ffrederick-kaskel%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yxe3rEligGcS0ZAqHPkJSqO7%2FZGHWgQdqq99DpnyINc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F16088%2Fcarlos-rodriguez%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sT7HbBT7XHObcsgJ4eLC4BpvMgHuW2tG33yrh0woHE0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F13932%2Furiel-felsen%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HaHIBG3kobc%2FFhpbWXPiNMfH1MBSIacowxFvjXg0Y4Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F13480%2Fviraj-patel%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VrKUhjwRmZjFN%2BPHoj6%2FL2MGsDxfLlTm0BnteZRp8%2B8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Fnews%2F4858%2Fresearchers-receive-%2442m-grant-to-improve-prep-access-and-prevent-new-hiv-infections%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oU09ZoIsU9MRLI8h9a3U8Toj%2FrYQ5jQjGWX3jxCWovk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Fnews%2F4858%2Fresearchers-receive-%2442m-grant-to-improve-prep-access-and-prevent-new-hiv-infections%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oU09ZoIsU9MRLI8h9a3U8Toj%2FrYQ5jQjGWX3jxCWovk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F8221%2Frobert-burk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=irvskIyG6m%2B3ffYBbStAD5h7e9ZoJQw5Fhq5NqSqLi4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Fresearch-briefs%2F4869%2Freducing-risk-of-head-and-neck-hpv-cancers-in-people-living-with-hiv%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tjsK2ucgYEd4DAWCwY%2F%2FfsoGbsEM%2F8XtpbuEXF5S7Gw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Fresearch-briefs%2F4869%2Freducing-risk-of-head-and-neck-hpv-cancers-in-people-living-with-hiv%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tjsK2ucgYEd4DAWCwY%2F%2FfsoGbsEM%2F8XtpbuEXF5S7Gw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F16395%2Fvilma-gabbay%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=puG8qZbi0onSrcvuvR4MXZl89KmxSbuuamRs6wRijnQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F3913%2Fjoan-berman%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Hu6SaFJ4HAWJNNQZ%2BGGzceoT3dqi5f1v88pZrifJEY0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F13659%2Fanjali-sharma%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u5j3XlFBR4DOlscBg%2BSpPObz1STYNCbC8CHTIjHv3xM%3D&reserved=0

depression among people who live with HIV.

« Michael Lipton, M.D., Ph.D., received a five-year, $3.4 million grant to
assess the tradeoffs between soccer’s aerobic brain benefits and the

adverse effects from heading. Their study will utilize neuroimaging,

exercise testing, and cognitive testing.

o Mark F. Mehler, M.D., and colleagues have received a five-year, $3.4

million grant to assess the role of interneuron deficits in the progression

of Huntington’s disease.

Royal Opportunity
Last month, faculty member Esperanza Arias-Perez, Ph.D., who is a native of

Spain, was an invitee of Queen Letizia Ortiz Rocasolano at a reception held as
part of the queen of Spain’s official visit to New York City during the United
Nations General Assembly. Dr. Arias joined a small group of cancer researchers
of Spanish origin who are currently working in the United States, to discuss how
to facilitate collaborations during commemoration of World Cancer Research
Day on September 24, 2022. She served as a discussion leader along with three
colleagues from Mount Sinai. You can see Dr. Arias pictured with the queen and
her colleagues in this informal photo taken during a break in discussions.(From

left: Dr. Arias, Queen Letizia of Spain, Amaia Lujambio, Ph.D., José Javier Bravo-
Cordero, Ph.D., and Valentin Fuster, M.D., Ph.D.)

Saluting Our Research Administrators and Multimedia Communications Team
In a recent e-blast, | mentioned that Sunday, September 25 was Research
Administrators Day and that we would be planning an event on campus to
celebrate. Please mark your calendar for Tuesday, October 25, 2022, when we
will publicly salute our research administrators and highlight the integral role
that they and their staff play in ensuring that all aspects of grant applications
and research funding run smoothly. We could not achieve the funding support
we do without the efforts of these talented and dedicated members of our
research teams.


https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Ffaculty%2F148%2Fmichael-lipton%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I7cXFaMFtaRpYiSyvFbcA9ajCImtAQdZ53388S1j%2Fzg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Fnews%2F4863%2Fnew-grant-supports-cognitive-risk-benefit-analysis-of-playing-soccer%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QLbyz2j3QpcTa52wbHNwJyRYRxu2gZyCYFm7K7EIPEo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.einsteinmed.edu%2Fnews%2F4863%2Fnew-grant-supports-cognitive-risk-benefit-analysis-of-playing-soccer%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadam.hochman%40einsteinmed.edu%7C18ef281c693f4177a51908daad3d051c%7C9c01f0fd65e040c089a82dfd51e62025%7C0%7C0%7C638012775478770653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QLbyz2j3QpcTa52wbHNwJyRYRxu2gZyCYFm7K7EIPEo%3D&reserved=0
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Finally, | want to salute our multimedia communications team, which during

Saturday night’s 65th annual New York Emmy® Awards Gala in New York City,
was recognized with two Emmy awards. One—Lifeline: A Doctor’s Commitment

to 9/11 First Responders—profiles David Prezant, M.D., and the first responders

who he has cared for over many years following the 9/11 tragedy. The other—
Pressure Creates Diamonds: NYC Medical Residents Respond to the First

COVID-19 Surge—focuses on our residents who took care of patients during the

height of the pandemic.

Kudos go to Sunita Reed, director of multimedia communications, who directed
and produced both films, along with her outstanding production team—Jorge
Garcia-Spitz, Peter Logue, and Erin Collett—for their exceptional work and well-
deserved recognition in highlighting the excellence of our personnel and
programs.

Also, many thanks to Gordon Earle, associate dean for communications and
public affairs, who served as executive producer for both films; Dr. Prezant,
who gave his time and energy to the 9/11 film; and to the members of our
department of medicine who worked with Sunita and her team on Pressure
Creates Diamonds. These include Lauren Shapiro, M.D., and Grace Kajita, M.D.,

as well as Yaron Tomer, M.D., professor and chair of medicine, and the internal

medicine residents.

Sincerely,

Gordon F. Tomaselli, M.D.

The Marilyn and Stanley M. Katz Dean

Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Executive Vice President and Chief Academic Officer
Montefiore Medicine
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recipient.



